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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 0311 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TU, HU 

SUB J : POSSIBLE SECOND CONFERENCE OF BALKAN COUNTRIES 

1 . IN A GENERAL DISCUSSION JANUARY 14 WITH EMBASSY OFFICER, 

MFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF TH OFFICE OF EASTERN AFFAIRS SELCUK 
TARLAN SAID THAT IT HAD BEEN PROPOSED THAT A SECOND BALKAN 
CONFERENCE BE HELD IN ISTANBUL 
IN THE SPRING OF 1977 TARLAN 

SAID GREECE AND TURKEY WERE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN HAVING THE 
MEETING AND THAT YUGOSLAVIA AND RUMANIA SEEMED TO BE 
WILLING TO GO ALONG. BULGARIA, HOWEVER, APPEARED TO BE 
VERY RELUCTANT AND TARLAN SAID HE DOUBTED THAT THE BALKAN 
CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD DURING THE FIRST HALF OF 1977. 

TARLAN ATTRIBUTED THE BULGARIAN RELUCTANCE TO SOVIET 
PRESSURES. HE SAID THAT HE BELIEVED THE SOVIETS WERE AFRAID 
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A SECOND BALKAN CONFERENCE MIGHT EVENTUALLY LEAD TO FURTHER 
COOPERATION WHICH COULD IN TURN WEAKEN BULGARIA'S TIES TO 
THE SOVIET UNION. 
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